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he U.S. Department of Labor operates through 10 regional offices 
located in major cities across the country. If you want a local angle on a 
news or feature story provided through this service--or have a direct news 
inquiry--you may contact one of the offices listed below. This listing 
cludes thenames, ad sses and telephone numbers of the Regional Directors 
for Public Affairs and the States in their regions: 
Region I.......John M. Chavez Region VI....Sherrie Moran 
11 Fl | Room 724 
Arkansas 555 Griffin St. 
Louisiana Dallas, TX 75202 
s 617-565-2072 New Mexico 214-767-4776 
New Ham ire Oklahoma 
Rhode Is I Texas 
Vermon 


.Patrick A. Hand 

Room 2509 
Iowa Federal Office Bldg. 
Kansas 911 Wainut St. 
Missouri Kansas City, MO 64106 
Nebraska 816-374-5481 


Region III.....John Hord Region VIII..Ernest E. Sanchez 


; Room 1412 Room 1468 
Delaware 2 Market St. Colorado Federal Bldg. 


District of hiladelphia, PA 1910 Montana 1961 Stout St. 

Columbia 2] 6-1139 North Dakota Denver, CO 80294 
Maryland South Dakota 303-844-4235 
Pennsylvania Utah 
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.Joe B. Kirkbride 
Suite 1035 
izona 71 Stevenson St. 
ifornia San Francisco, CA 94105 
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North Carolina 
South Carolina 
. Tennessee 
Kentucky 


Region X.....Mike Shimizu 

Room 805 
Alaska 1111 Third Ave. Bldg 
Idaho Seattle, WA 98101 
Oregon 206-442-7620 


Washington 
Ohio 


Wisconsin 





Week of October 28, 1991 


CONSUMER PRICE INDEX--SEPTEMBER 1991 


WASHINGTON -- The Consumer Price Index for All Urban 
Consumers (CPI-U) rose 0.4 percent before seasonal adjustment in 
September to a level of 137.2 (1982-84=100), the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor reportes. For 
the 12-month period ended in September, the CPI-U increased 3.4 
percent. 


The Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical 
Workers (CPI-W) also rose 0.4 percent in September prior to 
seasonal adjustment. The September 1991 CPI-W level of 135.2 was 
3.1 percent higher than the index in September 1990. 


CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 


On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI-U rose 0.4 percent 
in September. This compares with increases of 0.2 percent in 
each of the 3 preceding months and was the largest monthly 
advance since a similar rise in January. The acceleration 
between August and September principally reflects advances in the 
indexes for food, energy, and shelter. The food index rose 0.1 
percent in September, largely as a result of the turnaround in 
the index for fruits and vegetables. The 1.0 percent rise in the 
energy component, only the second advance this year, reflects an 
upturn in the indexes for gas and electricity coupled with a 
larger monthly increase in petroleum-based energy goods. 
Excluding food and energy, the CPI-U rose 0.4 percent in 
September, the same as in each of the 3 preceding months. Within 
this group, a larger increase in shelter costs was essentially 
offset by the downturn in the index for apparel and upkeep after 
seasonal adjustment. 


Table A. Percent changes in CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 


Seasonally adjusted 

Compound Unadjusted 

Expenditure Changes from preceding month annual rate 12-mos. 
category 1991 3 mos. ended 
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Food and beverages 
Housing 
Apparel and upkeep 
Transportation 
Medical care 
Entertainment 
Other goods and 
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Week of October 28, 1991 


REAL EARNINGS IN SEPTEMBER 1991 


WASHINGTON -- Real average weekly earnings rose by 0.1 | 
percent between August and September after seasonal adjustment, 
according to preliminary data released by the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor. This rise stemmed 
from a 0.3 percent increase in average weekly hours coupled with 
a 0.2 percent increase in average hourly earnings. These gains 
were offset by a 0.4 percent increase in the Consumer Price Index 
for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W). 


Data on average weekly earnings are collected from the 
payroll reports of private nonfarm establishments. Earnings of 
both full-time and part-time workers holding production or 
nonsupervisory jobs are included. Real average weekly earnings 
are calculated by adjusting earnings in current dollars for 
changes in the CPI-W. 


Average weekly earnings increased by 2.5 percent between 
September of 1990 and 1991 as a result of a 3.1 percent increase 
in average hourly earnings which was offset by a 0.6 percent 
decrease in average weekly hours. After adjustment for a 3.1 
percent increase in the CPI-W over the same period, real average 
weekly earnings declined by 0.6 percent. Before adjustment for 
seasonal change and deflation by the CPI-W, average weekly 


earnings were $361.92 in September 1991, compared with $353.22 a 
year earlier. 
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FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


The 1950's and 1960's were marked by the proliferation of 
regional shopping centers and large food supermarkets, according 
to "Workforce 2000," a U.S. Labor Department publication. 
Between 1958 and 1972, the number of retail food stores declined 
by 26 percent, and large stores increased their share of total 
retail food sales from 51 to 70 percent. 
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Between 1965 and 1982, prices in the developed nations 
increased by more than 234 percent, an average annual increase of 
more than seven percent, according to "Workforce 2000," a U.S. 
Labor Department publication. 
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Despite famines in parts of Africa and elsewhere in the 


world, global food supplies are growing faster than demand, 
according to "Workforce 2000," a U.S. Labor Department 
publication. Driven by new advances in biotechnology, 
agricultural production in both the developed and developing 
world grew at a compound rate of 2.4 percent annually between 


1971 and 1984, compared to world population growth of 1.9 percent 
annually. 











